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Yahsat selects SpaceX to launch its next-generation Thuraya 4-NGS satellite 

 
• Yahsat selects Falcon 9 to launch its Thuraya 4-NGS satellite 
• SpaceX designs, manufactures and launches the world’s most advanced rockets and spacecraft 
• Thuraya 4-NGS system will enable Yahsat to capitalise on future growth opportunities with 

advanced satellite communications that employ latest technologies 
 
08 September 2021 – Al Yah Satellite Communications Company PJSC (“Yahsat” or “the Group”) listed on 
the Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange (“ADX”) under (SYMBOL: YAHSAT) (ISIN: AEA007501017), the UAE’s 
flagship satellite solutions provider, today announced that it has selected SpaceX’s Falcon 9 to launch 
Thuraya 4-NGS, the Group’s advanced satellite, which employs the latest satellite communications 
technologies, to expand Thuraya’s coverage across Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and Africa .  
 
SpaceX’s Falcon 9 was selected primarily due to its high reliability and advanced capabilities, 
underscoring Yahsat’s continued commitment to maximising quality and performance across its 
businesses. 
 
SpaceX is a leader in the manufacture and launch of space technology and is consistently recognised for 
its ground-breaking innovation and relentless focus on simplicity and effectiveness. To date, SpaceX has 
successfully completed 128 launches. 
 
Thuraya 4-NGS is expected to spur Yahsat’s growth across new and existing product lines, with the new 
technology enabling the Group to maintain its leading position as the global leader in the satellite 
communications industry by delivering higher capabilities and flexibility while increasing capacity and 
coverage across Europe, Africa, Central Asia and the Middle East, enabling next-generation connectivity 
solutions for all customer segments, including defence, government and enterprise. Yahsat plans to 
launch Thuraya 4-NGS in the second half of 2023, with operations scheduled to commence in 2024.   
 
Ali Al Hashemi, Group Chief Executive Officer at Yahsat, said: “We are delighted to be launching 
Thuraya 4-NGS with SpaceX. With their capability and capacity for multi-launch sites, we are confident 
that they are the right provider for us. The agreement marks a significant milestone for Yahsat as we 
continue to develop our technology-enabled infrastructure to prepare for the next stage of our growth.” 

He added: “The UAE has established its position as a competitive player in the space industry by 
collaborating with global leaders such as SpaceX. At Yahsat, we will continue forging partnerships with 
the world’s most innovative companies to enhance our competitiveness, deliver on our ambitious 
growth and expansion plans, and continue to create value for our customers, shareholders and the 
UAE.” 
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“For launch of its advanced technology, Yahsat sought a reliable and high-performance ride to orbit. 
We’re proud it has selected Falcon 9, one of the world’s most frequently flown launch vehicles, and we 
look forward to a successful mission,” said SpaceX Vice President of Commercial Sales Tom Ochinero. 

With operations in more than 150 countries spanning 5 continents, Yahsat is the preferred partner for 
reliable integrated satellite communication solutions and an industry centre of excellence for both 
government and commercial customers. The Company was established in the UAE in 2007 to meet the 
growing demand for satcom services by providing a secure and reliable means of global connectivity, 
regardless of geographic constraints. Thuraya, a subsidiary of Yahsat, operates the Thuraya satellite fleet 
and has a successful track record of over 20 years in providing innovative services in the global satellite 
communications sector.  
 
 

ENDS 
 

 

About Yahsat 

Al Yah Satellite Communications Company P.J.S.C. (Yahsat) is a public company listed on the Abu Dhabi 
Securities Exchange (ADX) and a subsidiary of Mubadala Investment Company PJSC, offering multi-mission 
satellite services in more than 150 countries across Europe, the Middle East, Africa, South America, Asia 
and Australasia. 

Yahsat’s fleet of 5 satellites reaches more than 80% of the world’s population, enabling critical 
communications including broadband, broadcasting, backhauling and mobility solutions.  Based out of 
Abu Dhabi in the UAE, Yahsat provides C, Ku, Ka and L-band satellite communications solutions for land, 
maritime and aero platforms to consumers, governments and enterprises. Its businesses consist of Yahsat 
Government Solutions, Thuraya, YahClick (powered by Hughes) and YahLink.  Yahsat also participates in 
Hughes do Brasil, an equity partnership with Hughes, and Yahlive, an equity partnership with SES.      In 
2020, Yahsat commenced construction of Thuraya 4-NGS, the next generation telecommunications 
system for Thuraya, which is due to be in service during 2024. 

For more information, visit: www.yahsat.com ; Follow us on Twitter: @YahsatOfficial 
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Media Contacts 

Media:  
Ahmed Al Shamsi 
A/EVP of Communications – Yahsat  
Corporatecomms@yahsat.ae   
D: +971 2 5076186 
 
  

Investor Relations:  
Layla Al Hayyas 
Head of Investor Relations - Yahsat 
InvestorRelations@yahsat.ae  
D: +971 2 5076178 

Finsbury Glover Hering 
Yahsat-ME@fgh.com 
M US: +1 (202) 394-9579 
M UAE: +971 50 7184018 

Ahmed Jebur   
Director – Finsbury Glover Hering 
Ahmed.Jebur@fgh.com 
M: +971 50 7377507 

 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This announcement includes forward-looking statements, which are based on current expectations and 
projections about future events. These forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and 
assumptions about the Company and its subsidiaries and its investments, including, among other things, 
the development of its business, trends in its operating environment and the progress of capital projects. 
The forward-looking statements in this announcement speak only as at the date of this announcement. 
These statements reflect the beliefs of the management of the Company (including based on their 
expectations arising from pursuit of the Company’s strategy) as well as assumptions made by the 
management and information currently available to the Company. 

Further, certain forward-looking statements are based upon assumptions of future events which may not 
prove to be accurate and the Company does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy or fairness of 
the opinions expressed in this announcement or the underlying assumptions and expressly disclaims any 
obligation or undertaking to update, review or revise any forward looking statement contained in this 
announcement whether as a result of new information, future developments or otherwise. In light of 
these risks, uncertainties and assumptions, the events in the forward-looking statements may not occur. 
You are therefore cautioned not to place any undue reliance on forward-looking statements. 
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